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had made more than one attempt to persuade Turkey to include Russia
in the projected peace treaty, but the terms of the Turks' repeated refusals
must have made it plain to him that they would never agree to do so.
On the 28th May, 1736, Russia declared war on Turkey, and Kalushkin
shortly afterwards received orders to inform Nadir of this and to notify
him of the siege of Azov ; he was, further, to point out that this was the
moment for Persia to take action against Turkey, when the latter power
was being forced to use every effort to repel the Russian onslaught.
Nadir's gaze, however, was by now directed eastwards instead of west-
wards, which caused him to reply that, while he would not undertake
any hostile operations against the Turks, he would delude them with
proposals of peace, and would not come to terms with them unless Russia
were also a party to the settlement.1 Kalushkin retorted that it was strange
that the Shah, who had by his insistence embroiled Russia with Turkey,
should now abandon his ally and seek a new friend in one who really
desired nothing more than to ruin Persia. Nadir replied that the Russian
military operations were all of a minor nature ; Persia had no need of
Azov, just as Russia had no need of Baghdad. The real point was
whether or not Russia would undertake a campaign against Constantinople;
the Empress, he said, should lead or send her armies thither. There
was, however, no hurry, as Russia and Persia would first have to settle the
plan of campaign ; he concluded by saying that he would not make peace
till he received the Empress's answer. In reporting these conversations
to St. Petersburg, Kalushkin stated that the Persian nobles became
noticeably colder to him whenever he urged a Persian attack upon Turkey.
Persia could not, he added, in fact, resume the Turkish war, as she was
in a dangerous condition, the country and people having become terribly
impoverished.*
The Persian envoy who reached St. Petersburg at the beginning of
July, 1736, after officially notifying the Empress of Nadir's accession,
assured her and her ministers that the Shah would make no separate-
peace ; he received in return the promise that Russia would likewise
refuse to make peace with Turkey unless Persia were included.8
The news of the signature of the Constantinople treaty came, therefore,
as a shock to the Russian court. Nadir, however, had not, technically"
at any rate, broken his word to Russia, as the settlement effected at
Constantinople was, in reality, little more than a truce ; moreover, it
was never ratified by him.
Nadir remained for three months at Qazvin. Whilst there, he issued
an edict to give effect to the religious changes which he had announced
at the Mughan assembly. This edict forbade the use of the words.
1 Soloviev, Vol. XX, p. 1,356.	* Ibid.	• Ibid.

